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CARRERA CUP 
DEUTSCHLAND 
SHAKE-UP

The German Carrera Cup 
championship has been 
revamped for 2018, with 
a new Porsche junior 
sponsorship programme 
called Talent Pool…

The Porsche Carrera Cup Deutschland 
enters its 29th season in April, and 
in preparation Porsche has made a 
raft of changes to the series. For the 
first time the championship’s race 
calendar will support the ADAC GT 
Masters. Furthermore the two races 
that take place each weekend will 
now start at set times – the Saturday 
rounds will begin straight after the 
first ADAC GT Masters race, Sunday’s 
races get underway before the 
second GT Masters race.

The 2018 season-opening 
round visits the Motorsport Arena 
Oschersleben, just two of the 
championship’s meetings take place 
outside of Germany, at the Red Bull 
Ring in Austria, and at Zandvoort in 

the Netherlands. A total of 16 races 
will take place over eight weekends, 
Hockenheim hosts the season finale.

Interestingly Porsche is also 
dropping its Porsche Junior concept 
in Germany, replacing it with new 
Porsche Carrera Cup Deutschland 
Talent Pool programme, which we 
might see rolled-out across its other 
Carrera Cup and GT championships. 
Instead of just one driver receiving 
support, this new system will see 
all racing drivers aged 23 or under 
given a training platform. The idea 
is to guide them into a career in 
professional racing, the backing will 
run for a maximum of two years, 
it includes fitness tests as well as 
mental and media coaching. In 

addition eligible drivers will receive 
one free set of tyres per weekend.

As part of the support package 
experienced Porsche driver, Wolf 
Henzler, will attend every round of 
the series acting as a driver coach: 
“With the Porsche Carrera Cup Talent 
Pool, we’ve initiated a broad-based 
youth development programme. 
We’re particularly pleased to have 
Wolf Henzler on board as a mentor. 
Wolf is one of the most successful 
Porsche drivers. Moreover, at the 
end of the season, we now have 
the chance to nominate one of the 
young drivers for the worldwide 
selection programme for the 
Porsche Mobil 1 Supercup. From 
this shoot-out, a Porsche Junior will 

be chosen. This gives young drivers 
a fantastic opportunity to further 
their motorsport careers,” says Oliver 
Köppen, the project manager of the 
Porsche Carrera Cup Deutschland.

Available prize money has also 
been increased for 2018, a total of 
550,000 Euro are up for grabs for 
participating teams and drivers – a 
ten percent increase compared to 
last year. Porsche plans to expand 
its online activities too, all rounds 
can be viewed via live streaming 
on a computer or mobile device. 
The Carrera Cup Deutschland races 
will be broadcast live on porsche.
de/carreracup, the provisional race 
calendar is above, though two further 
events are still due to be added. 

2018 RACE 
CALENDAR: 
13-15 April 2018, Oschersleben
08-10 June 2018, Red Bull Ring, Austria
03-05 August 2018, Nürburgring
17-19 August 2018, Zandvoort, Netherlands
07-09 September 2018, Sachsenring
21-23 September 2018, Hockenheimring
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EB 911R

O
nce upon a time, lightweight 911s 
meant cars made on the cheap, 
with flimsy bodywork and meagre 
interiors. Not any more. Built to 
mark the fiftieth anniversary of the 

Porsche 911R’s endurance speed record at 
Monza in October 1967, EB Motorsport’s 911R 
celebration is a beautiful thing. 

Though this car looks all steel, only the 
roof is in metal. All other body panels are 
handmade in fibreglass at EB’s Yorkshire 
HQ. Fully oiled and quarter fuelled, with big 
wheels and tyres, chunky replica seats and 
a proper roll cage in the back with optional 
bolt-in door bars, the 911R weighs less than 
830 kilograms. Substitute the ‘touring’ items 
for Monza-spec skinny wheels and tyres with 
a single lightweight seat, and the car tips the 
scales at just 804 kilograms. 

“Bear in mind that this 911 is fully seam 
welded and has more than five kilograms of 
underseal on it,” says EB’s Mark Bates. “It’s 
been lightly stone-chipped underneath for 
protection and it’s got a proper paint job, 
inside and out. You look at the factory photos 

and all the roofs of the original Rs were just 
blown in lightly to keep the weight down. This 
car has as much paint on the inside as it does 
on the outside. 

“There is no silver bullet for weight 
reduction on the R: the lightweight gains come 
from optimising every area. Bought from mid-
west America in 2013, this SWB 911 was in a 
terrible state when we started and it needed 
a lot of repair, all of which was done here at 
EB. Every time you go near an old car with a 
welder you’re adding weight, so if we started 
with a really nice rust-free SWB chassis, we 
could probably get the weight down further.

“The goal was to hit the factory specs for 
the 911R, with 220 horsepower and 800 kilos. 
The reality is, when you actually read the specs 
on the Rs, the average R left the factory at 820 
kilos. So we’re under that. There are loads of 
areas you could get involved in and I’ve no 
doubt now that if we went all-out on a build 
just to save weight, we’d get well under 800. 
But this was built with the intention to drape 
it in trick bits and show what we’re capable of. 
It’s an R but it’s not.”

R Rated
EB Motorsport recently revealed an exceptional celebration of 
the 911R in time for the model’s fiftieth anniversary. We headed 
for the snowy Yorkshire Moors to investigate.
Story & Photography: John Glynn 
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One good example of R but not R tricks 
can be seen in the brakes: 911S callipers. An 
R never ran with S callipers, as they don’t 
fit under the wheels. Unless you are EB 
Motorsport and have a pair of Haas CNC 
machines, a CAD package and an expert 
machinist at your disposal. Then you design 
and machine new calliper mounts, make new 
titanium bolts and shave the callipers to fit 
inside the wheels. 

EB has added a long list of details to this car 
and seems incapable of stopping. Every week, 
Mark’s instagram feed (@eb33racing) shares 
a new part, freshly machined from titanium. 
“These things make us feel warm and fuzzy 
but most of them will never be seen. They are 
R but not R and are part of the DNA of this 
car,” says Mark.

The whole build is knee-deep in detail. 
Where some builders would say that the cost 
to reward ratio is too high for the unseen 
stuff, and that cost of adding these details 
makes any subsequent sales price too high, EB 
rewards its own sense of Porscheness first, and 
then looks for a new owner who appreciates 
the quality. Mark and brother James clearly 
enjoy controlling all aspects of their high-end 
builds using an excellent and impressive array 
of in-house facilities.

“We have our own fabrication shop with 
Celette jigs, our own paint shop and in-house 
painter and a spotless trim and assembly 
booth. We make all the composite parts here 
– practically every serious RS, RSR, ST or hot 
rod with composite bodywork in the world 
runs our panels – and also create reproduction 
race parts or brand new upgraded parts to the 
nth level of detail. We have built a small team 
to work on our builds and they all understand 
why we set our standards so high. 

“Combining compromise-free car builds 
with the family business of commercial 
design, engineering and production means 
we can only put a handful of projects through 
our workshop every year, but those cars are as 
close to perfection as we can get them. And 
we’re not all show and no go: racing success 
shows that we understand how to make these 
cars perform.” 

The racing influence is obvious inside the 
R, rubber floor mats and seats are the only 
concessions to comfort. With these removed, 
the car is all metal and fibreglass, with just a 
little bit of saddle leather for door check straps 
and window lifters. The fibreglass doors hang 
from EB’s aluminium hinges with bronze 
bushes (widely copied since release) and the 
doors even have the chassis numbers CNC’d 
into them. This is as per the original factory 
Rs: a lesson learned from working on original 
R prototypes for high-end collectors.

“These doors are actually longer than steel 
doors,” says Mark. “The rear edges of R front 
wings are scalloped, with the doors fitting up 
to them. You save a lot of weight with the door 
change: steel doors are heavy, with chunky 
window regulators, thick glass and brass 
window frames. R doors are mostly composite, 

“We’re not all show and no go: 
racing success shows that we understand 

how to make these cars perform...”
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with plastic windows. This car has composite 
rear quarter panels, but there is not a huge 
difference to steel panels: the odd kilo here 
and there. The doors are a really big win.

“The wiring loom is a modern competition 
loom, but, as so much of this car is different, 
most of it was modified and then test fitted 
into the car before the dash and interior were 
altered, to allow the loom to be mounted 
tidily and completely out of view. I don’t 
like seeing wiring looms cable-tied to rough 
brackets with loose ends throughout, so 
we spent two full days just making custom 
aluminium brackets to fit all the wiring into 
the open dash in such a way that it is unseen 

from the driver’s seat,” we’re told.
There isn’t much switchgear in a factory 

R, but what is there is rather unique. The 
fuel level warning light in the middle of the 
dashboard is pure unobtanium, so when Mark 
eventually found one with a white lens, he 
snapped it up and machined a new lens in 
red. The dash-mounted horn push is another 
unique piece – $300 alone – and original 
Speedster light switches are also not cheap. 

“We agonised for hours over the cost of 
some of these pieces, but, at the end of the 
day, detail is detail. I’ve seen recreations with 
thousands of hours of work being dismissed 
by so-called experts within seconds because 

they had the wrong washer jets. Not that we 
obsess about armchair opinion, but, as so 
much research is required to get these things 
right, we don’t shy away from it.”

Research is part of the fun, and EB has 
amassed a huge amount of 911R information 
since deciding to embark on this project. The 
research dossier includes downloaded photos, 
book scans, race photos, engine bay shots from 
original, unrestored cars and photos of R parts 
being restored. The firm has been involved in 
many rare racecar restorations: quite handy 
when you want to build something authentic.

One detail often missed in R recreations is 
the steering wheel stitching. A proper R has 
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a flat three-spoke ‘Monza’ wheel with the 
stitching join offset to the left of the bottom 
spoke. Research revealed many restored Rs 
with incorrect steering wheels or, in some 
cases, the right ones mounted backwards. This 
one is perfect. Also perfect are the dials: built 
specifically for this R with a 10k tacho and 250 
km/h speedo. For our first photo session with 
the R, this read one mile: the distance to the 
local MoT station and back again.

The Porsche Letter of Origin required for 
first UK registration rubber-stamped the SWB 
911 as a 1967 911L: chassis number 007. 
It took a while for the paperwork to come 
through from the DVLA to register the car, but 

eventually the logbook was issued and the car 
could be insured for road use. 

Mark lost no time in trying it out and 
making a few early tweaks. The speedo still 
reads just a few miles when the time eventually 
comes for us to take it out on the road and 
shoot the car in motion. As we head out into 
the Peak District, the UK has had its heaviest 
snowfall for five years and Yorkshire is covered 
in white. While I’d prefer sunshine and dry 
roads for driving, the snow on the moors 
serves as a great photo backdrop. 

The first drive of any classic 911 restoration 
project is exciting. Years of hard work and 
countless decisions reveal their delights in 

the turn of a key and the snick of a shifter, 
before the clutch pedal is lifted and the wheels 
begin to turn. Within moments, the new build 
releases its first burst of energy into the world 
and sends an emotional message. Mark was 
first to drive this car, but his emotions are 
never easy to read. I will have to see what the R 
wants to share.

My main fascination with this car since the 
guys started building it has been the weight: 
what will 800 kilograms feel like? Having 
driven classic Caterhams and Lotus Elans, their 
low weight always makes me feel vulnerable 
and acutely aware of being encased in a 
plastic-covered pram frame. My own car – a 
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‘76 Carrera 3.0-litre tops the scales at 1020 
kilograms with its original alloy bumpers and 
a soupçon of fuel, but running it at maximum 
lightness gives a slightly detached feeling up 
front, especially when the weather is cold. It 
prefers at least half a tank of fuel on board to 
help work the front tyres.

I drive the R at the end of our day, when 
we’ve been for a coffee and had a look at some 
pictures and are heading ten miles back to 
base. The R is still being run-in and these icy 
Yorkshire roads are deadly in places, but there 
seems enough grip to press on. Not the best 
passenger, Mark is palpably clenching as we 
exit the car park and head towards Barnsley. 
The R is more accepting of my presence: I set 
off with a reasonable thrust on the throttle and 
the R responds eagerly.

Two-litre 911s are a bit like Jack Russell 
Terriers: unperturbed by their comparative 
size versus bigger opponents and convinced 
they have three if not four litres to play with. 
This terrier gives a feisty bark as we streak up a 
long, winding hill and scamper over the crest 
through another frosty hamlet. For anyone 
worried that the sound of a little 2.0-litre 
might not be enough after a few thousand 
miles, I believe that is somewhat unlikely. The 
soundtrack of this one begs for more road.

I’ve driven several lightweight two-litres, 
but this is the lightest one yet. That said, Mark 
and I are not lightweights and we add at least 
twenty per cent to the package. The R started 
today with 60 kilos of fuel on board, so it is at 
least 1,000 kilos and that’s what it feels like: 

just like my own 911, albeit a bit stiffer. Quite a 
lot stiffer, in fact.

“We took the setup lessons learned from 
racing our SWB ’65 911 all over Europe and 
added them to the R chassis,” says Mark. “The 
only thing we have toned down since the car’s 
first drive is rear camber: it was a little too 
choppy for road tests. But everything else is as 
per the race car, including 23mm front torsion 
bars with 18mm hollow front anti-roll bar, 
28mm hollow rear t-bars and no anti-roll in 
the rear. It helps give the car the go-kart feel we 
were after.”

The dampers are custom two-way adjustable 
units developed by EB. The big tyres over EB’s 
own reproduction forged Fuchs – Dunlop 
CR65 racing tyres in 5.50 M-15 on ‘Deep 6’ 
front wheels and 6.00 M-15 on 7R rears - help 
the suspension and add some later 911 feel to 
the stiff SWB. It was no easy job to shoehorn 
the rear tyres under those flared EB rear 
quarter panels, but they add a spicy spoonful 
of attitude. 

Even with no heating in the 911R, the ten 
miles from our coffee stop back to EB HQ pass 
all too quickly. My frozen feet breathe a sign of 
relief when they meet toasty Cayenne carpets 
for the drive home to Northamptonshire, 
but the rest of me wouldn’t mind staying for 
another few days. Ten miles on icy asphalt is 
not enough time to explore the hidden depths 
of this early 911. It deserves warmer weather 
and a route over B roads to the Spa Six Hours: 
one of the races in fact that will host Peter 
Auto’s new 2.0-litre Cup for SWB cars prepared 

to FIA standards. 
Forty two-litre 911s are expected to feature 

in the four-race series during 2018 on some 
of Europe’s most iconic circuits and EB 
Motorsport will be there with its Ivory ’65. 
In current spec, the R is not eligible, but you 
sense that anyone leaving this Porsche in a car 
park while its siblings scream around Spa will 
come away with a hole in their soul. Two-litre 
911s are at their finest when singing down the 
Kemmel or Mulsanne straights, and this car is 
ready to tackle either.

The next EB project in-waiting is the Light 
Yellow RSR that won back-to-back Masters 
Historic titles in 2011 and 2012 and has 
enjoyed a successful racing career ever since. 
EB’s bodyshop has just completed a full 
restoration of the shell, including fitting the 
firm’s latest steel RSR arches all round. Once 
the RSR has been finished, focus will switch to 
the Guards Red RS, also receiving a makeover 
for 2018, with a brand new 1974 RSR bodykit 
in development, which will take at least 20 
kilos off the weight. 

When the R-not-R has been sold and the 
racecars completed, EB’s first 1974 RSR Turbo 
will be put into paint and the rolling shell 
brought for exhibition in Germany. Built to 
the same precise standard as the R celebration 
you see here and as authentic recreations 
of the ultimate 911 unicorn, these pieces of 
functioning Porsche art should sell themselves 
if collector sentiment to date is correct – even 
with a seven-figure price tag. Don’t worry, the 
first test drive is already in the diary 

These icy roads 
are deadly, but there 

seems enough grip to press on
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Tribal
Warfare

As the 911’s air-cooled finale, the 993 has long been one 
of the most sought after Porsches. The Gunther Werks 
400R takes its prospect beyond the next level...



   

Gunther Werks 400R
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T
here’s no denying that Porsche owners 
are a tribal, fiercely loyal bunch, and 
nowhere is this devotion to their car-
maker of choice more apparent than 
with the 911, specifically the 993. Long 

viewed as an especially significant generation 
of the world’s most beloved sports car thanks 
to it being the last with Porsche’s original, 
hopelessly iconic air-cooled flat-six engine, 
993 prices have been stratospheric for many 
years now.

Air-cooled engine aside, there are a 
number of other reasons for the 993’s rabidly 
passionate following, not least the fact that it 
formed the basis of one of the most exclusive 
and significant Porsches of all time, the GT2. 
Perhaps the only variant able to make the price 
of ‘regular’ 993s seem relatively modest, the 
GT2 was genesis, the model which indirectly 
led to each and every GT-badged Porsche 
which followed, which isn’t half bad as far as 
CVs go... 

Why are we beginning this feature by 
waxing lyrical about a model that you’ll 
certainly have heard about, and probably 
lusted after, yourself? Because despite it being 
well over two decades old and despite its 
immense value, there remains a core of 993 
owners willing to stamp their personality onto 
their cars in unequivocal fashion. Nowhere 
is this commitment (indeed, bravery) more 
apparent than when discussing the Gunther 
Werks 400R, an ultra-exclusive variant limited 
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as Porsche’s model lineup is concerned, and 
one which suits the 400R down to the ground. 

Part of the appeal of the 993, and the 
GT2 in particular, has long been its looks, 
with many viewing it as best looking 911 
of them all. The GT variant’s aero-sculpted 
assortment of wings, splitters and planes were 
accompanied by bulging arches and jutting 
front and rear bumpers, all of which managed 
to add a huge spike of aggression without 
detracting from the innate ‘993-ness’ of the 
overall car. The Gunther Werks 400R takes 
everything which made the GT2 such an iconic 
looking machine, and turns it up to eleven. 
The roof, boot, arches, bumpers and rear 
wing are all rendered in stunning, high-grade 
carbon fibre, bringing both extreme strength 

and lightweight, all without sacrificing the 
design language which made the original such 
a stunning car to behold. 

Engine and styling aside, one of the most 
crucial aspects of the Gunther Werks 400R 
is the manner in which it drivers, hence 
why Nam and his team turned to KW for 
suspension. KW’s long-standing association 
with Porsche’s most beloved offering meant 
that it was better placed than anyone to lend 
its expertise to the project, something reflected 
in the suspension setup now found on each 
and every 400R; KW two-way adjustable 
Clubsports with aluminium uniball top-
mounts, not to mention uprated anti-roll bars 
and polyurethane bushes.

Something of a legend in the automotive 

suspension world, KW Clubsports boast two-
way adjustability and a 16-setting rebound 
adjuster knob. This enables owners to dial 
in their desired setup, with broad scope for 
increased influence over wheel and tyre loads, 
grip and, in a wider sense, handling. KW’s 
two-way Clubsport’s also boast independent 
compression dampening via an adjustment 
wheel with 12 ‘clicks’ governing their low-
speed dampening. 

The decision to plump for KW Clubsport 
suspension means that the 400R’s handling 
is beyond reproach, even more so than the 
rarified GT2, the ultimate iteration of 993, and 
really, there can be no greater tribute to KW’s 
expertise than this. 

Finally, and in a nod to everyday practicality 
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Adding to the 911T’s credentials 
from the get-go was one Mr Vic Elford















   

Carrera T 















  

Lifting
 theLid

Having already tested its Cayman equivalent last month, 
we drive the current range-topping 718 Boxster to see if 

a fabric roof lessens or heightens the GTS appeal. 
Story: Simon Jackson     Photography: Porsche 



   

718 Boxster GTS 

















  

986 Boxster
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T
he prices of most Porsches have been 
on a sharp upward spiral for a few 
years, but while the most desirable in 
the 911 range go for what in the trade 
is termed ‘silly money’, there are still 

some that constitute a real bargain. A quick 
browse through the classifieds and it’s clear 
that the 986 Boxster, made between 1997 and 
2004, is by far the cheapest model, but is it 
any good? 

The old adage goes that ‘you get what you 
pay for’ and this particular 130,000 mile 2.5-
litre 986 was suspiciously cheap. At £2500 it 
was exactly £1000 less than the next Porsche 
on the list, and because of that (as well as the 
fact that it was blue) it wasn’t my first choice. 
But as all the well priced 2.7-litre and 3.2-litre 
cars I was interested in were sold one after 
the other in the space of a single afternoon, 
I decided to go and have a look. With a non-
running 944 and a ‘spares or repair’ 924 the 
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tech
  guide

T
he latest Porsche Track Precision app is 
available for all new 718 Boxster, 718 Cayman, 
and 911s, as well as all GT model Porsches. 
Requiring version 4.0 (or higher) of the Porsche 
Communication Management (PCM) system, 

and two equipment options, Connect Plus and the 
Sport Chrono package, the app enables the driver to 
display, record and analyse detailed driving data on their 
smartphone. However, using this data to improve your 
driving on circuit, not just your overall laptime, is where 
the real benefits are to be found. 

Many decisions in life are made on gut instinct alone. 
During track driving that manifests itself through the 
adoption of optimal braking and turning points, the ideal 
moment in which to accelerate, and the question of 
when and why a certain line is faster than another. The 
stopwatch isn’t as trustworthy a companion as you might 
first think though, it’s not always a reliable gauge of what 
is a good or bad lap in terms of bettering your driving 
skill. It’s black and white, and worse still it’s retrospective, 
in that the driver receives the breakdown of information 
from the previous lap when it’s too late, once they have 
already crossed the finish line. It offers few analytical 
lessons and therefore is of little or no use to the driver. 

To find out how the Porsche Track Precision app 
can change all that, we’re at Bilster Berg, a test and 
event track in the geographical centre of Germany. It’s a 
picturesque location, situated amid the scenic landscape 
between Hanover and Kassel, the beauty of East 
Westphalia at its finest. The 4.2-kilometre roller coaster of 
a track that stretches out before us is highly regarded by 
those who know of it, the scene for many a press launch, 
many call it a mini version of the Nordschleife.

The car for our lesson is the 911 GT3, the bright 
yellow 500hp vehicle has a top speed of nearly 
200mph, but moreover it is a demon in the corners 
which will prove thrilling around Bilster Berg. It features 
a conventional manual transmission. Our coach is 
Eduard Schulz, he plies his trade by day at the Porsche 
development centre, he’s a specialist at Weissach in the 
department for the ‘Porsche Connected Car – Drive 
Functions’. In short Eduard is the developer of the new 
Porsche Track Precision app, so there is no-one better 
qualified to teach us its workings. Though well acquainted 
with the track, the lofty combination of car, semi-slick 
tyres (Michelin Pilot Sport Cup 2 N2), and an open 
sunbaked circuit is a rather daunting one for any pupil to 
say the least. 

On circuit the latest Porsche Track Precision app assumes 
the role of your onboard driving instructor…

Track
 Precision App

Story: Horst von Saurma, Simon Jackson
Photography: Porsche
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The Porsche Track Precision app is 
the focus of our endeavors today, 
thankfully not the level of the pupil’s 
driving skill. With the app, Schulz 
explains, Porsche’s developers 
combined several different 
ideas: “There have always been 
telemetry systems for pros, and 
then eventually the Sport Chrono 

package. Over the past five years 
or so, more and more apps have 
been coming onto the market with 
which lap times can be measured 
using GPS, and in some cases even 
recorded. So at Porsche, we’ve had 
the idea of developing a professional 
race app for some time.”

The hardware we’re using is 

an iPhone 6, we install it on a 
stable mount below the rearview 
mirror. Of the 130 circuits the app 
has information for, from roughly 
sixty domestic and international 
racetracks, you simply have to select 
the right one – Bilster Berg in this 
case – and start the system. 

“The best results are achieved 

with circuits on which there are 
many variations of the ideal [racing] 
line and thus numerous different  
braking points. This enables the 
driver to try different driving styles,” 
explained Schulz. 

This point confirms our choice of 
precisely this circuit, for it is famed 
for its variety of racing line. 

THE APP
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During our initial laps the system 
draws on all the data recorded by 
the GT3’s onboard sensors; steering 
angle, brake pressure, throttle 
position, lateral and longitudinal 
forces, including all GPS data. The 
track’s start and finish lines are 
automatically recognised, everything 
in between is registered and 
recorded. At the end of a run, after 
leaving the circuit, the results can be 
saved with a tap of the finger- even 
if only to share a lap time and all 
the recorded data with friends.

After only our first go the data 
recorded onto the smartphone 
allows for some initial analysis, and 
its video recordings are helpful as 
well. Synchronised with the video, 
the steering wheel in an animated 
onscreen GT3 cockpit moves in 
step with the steering angle of the 
car in reality. By the same token 
simulated pedals are depicted, both 
the brake pressure and throttle 
position selected over the course 
of the lap are represented. The lap 
timer function shows the overall lap 
and sector times to be displayed, 
among other functions the driver 
can compete against his or her own 
previous lap times.

LAP TIMER

GPA FUNCTION
Overall speed, engine speed, 
selected gear, lateral and longitudinal 
acceleration are all registered by the 
app. Furthermore, and this one is a bit 
of a revelation, so too is the oversteer 
or understeer tendency of the car. The 
recorded GPS data can be used to 

recreate the entire lap in order to enable 
chronometric evaluations. Having your 
own line presented to you after a run, 
and digging into the finer details of each 
section of the track, or flipping to the 
corresponding video, really does simplify 
the self-analysis process considerably.
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Thanks to the animation, it’s also 
possible to follow an imaginary 
vehicle along the ideal line, just 
like the ‘ghost car’ function which 
may be familiar to thos who play 
video games. In practice this makes 
it possible to visualise your line 
and any places where you might 
be loosing time on a lap. You can 
essentially have yourself dragged 

along by the ghost car. An alternative 
is to have a bar diagram display in 
real time, this displays how much 
slower (in red) or faster (in green) 
your current lap is compared to the 
reference lap, much like the green 
(personal best) or purple (overall 
fastest) colours used to illustrate a 
driver’s sector times in Formula One. 
This is handy as, if the red bar is too 

high on a particular run, you can 
spare your tyres and cool the lap 
without further delay. If the bar flips 
from red to green, as it did for us at 
the end of the second sector, then 
you know that you’re on course for a 
record time compared to the fastest 
lap completed during a previous 
stint. It’s a gratifying validation that 
you’re doing things correctly, and that 

the app is helping you to improve 
your track prowess. And that didn’t 
just go for me, app developer Schulz 
was delighted as I crossed the line 
as well: “Our analysis was effective – 
one second faster than the first time 
around.” 
Before, I could only have guessed 
why I was faster, now I know and I 
have the evidence to prove it... 

GHOST FUNCTION
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I 
have never quite understood how 
cars become ‘barn finds’, other 
than a bit of marketing to increase 
the value for something that is 
just downright tatty. Especially 

with a car like the 911, how do 
they become so neglected? After 
what feels like a year with the SC 
off the road, on stands, with one 
side’s front torsion bar missing, I 
am beginning to understand. First it 
was funding, and then time to get 
things done… or just not being lazy 
and afraid of a little cold weather; 
I rebuilt the 924’s engine with 

snow on the ground, I must have 
softened with age.

Given the time since the last 
SC update I feel we need a quick 
recap. Driving to work last year I 
got out of the close and heard a 
loud bang from the front of the car, 
when I got out I could see that the 
offside corner was sitting very low. It 
was likely a broken torsion bar, with 
an outside, very slim chance, one of 
the mounts had broken. It was the 
torsion bar. I looked at the pricing, 
cried at what the original bars cost 
and then ordered a full, uprated set, 

from Elephant Racing. A few days 
later and I received a call telling me 
there were none available and no 
lead time. I decided to risk a used 
bar, and come back to the upgrade 
option at a later date.

The used torsion bar arrived 
in reasonable order, although not 
quite as good as the one in the 
seller’s stock eBay photo and, who 
can really tell how good a metal 
rod is. I cleaned up the surface rust 
and treated the areas with a rust 
convertor, one that had worked well 
on the 924 S. I then painted the bar 

with some black calliper paint I had 
laying about, on the assumption it 
would be hard wearing. Last week 
I began the re-assembly process. 
I was finding it difficult to get the 
parts to fit together again, so took 
a figurative step back and had a 
second pass at cleaning up the 
various components. 

As I was cleaning the end of the 
wishbone I noticed the rubber ball 
joint cap was split; I had a history 
of these failing at MoTs, on various 
cars, and had always replaced the 
ball joint, at some expense, until I 

1981 911 SC  
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CARBON PASSPORT HOLDER
How much? €175.00
Where from? www.porsche-design.com 
This high-end, high-tech passport holder from Porsche Design 
features real carbon material, it has an extremely durability 
nature and stylish design aestethics to boot. Accented with black 
nappa leather, it will fit almost all international passports and has 
additional slots for business or credit cards.

ESPRESSO / LATTE MUG 
How much? £12.99  
Where from? www.firebox.com 
Here’s a revolutionary new way to enjoy your 
caffeinated beverages, this mug is an espresso cup 
and saucer on one side, and a regular-sized mug on 
the other. Made from white porcelain, the new two-in-
one cup is dishwasher and microwave safe and ready 
to take in its stride whichever coffee drinking mood 
you might find yourself in. 







March 2018  131

PORSCHE DUFFLE BAG
How much? £40.00  
Where from? www.porsche.com
This Duffle Bag is part of the ‘#Porsche Collection’ 
– the hashtag perhaps mean’s it’s reserved strictly for 
the cool kids. Finished in Grey Melange Anthracite, 
the bag is waterproof and features an outside pocket, 
adjustable shoulder straps and an overall capacity of 
around 45-litres. Design elements such as the large 
plastic buckle in Acid Green against the Dark Grey plastic 
material give the bag a sporty look. This item’s Porsche 
Driver’s Selection article number is WAP 050 424 0J.  

THE SMALL SILVER SPEEDSTER BOOK
How much? $21.99 
Where from? www.carpegear.com 
The Small Silver Speedster is a beautifully illustrated fiction book from Dwight 
Knowlton. This, Knowlton’s third book of a similar style, is set in 1957 and follows 
a father and his young daughter as they fly to New York to pick up their new 356 
A Speedster. The pair break the Speedster in with a cross-country drive home to 
California via Route 66, then prepare it for sports car racing. This gentle story, one for 
both kids and grown-ups alike, was initially funded via Kick Starter, those early backers 
now have their copies, to buy yours for immediate shipping simply visit the website. 
There you’ll also find Knowlton’s other car-related illustration works, some of which is 
available to purchase on T-shirts and posters. 
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1:43 PANAMERA 
SPORT TURISMO 
How much? £42.00 
Where from? www.porsche.com
This 1:43 scale Panamera Turbo S 
E-Hybrid Sport Turismo is new from the 
Porsche Driver’s Selection. Its exterior 
is painted in Carrara White, while the 
interior comes in Black/Chalk. This 
item’s Porsche Driver’s Selection article 
number is WAP 020 763 0J.

MOMO INDY 
STEERING WHEEL 
How much? £242.39
Where from? www.momo-uk.co.uk 
This Momo Indy Heritage steering wheel 
is traditionally finished in beautiful 
mahogany wood with a glossy finish. Its 
350mm diameter rim is accented with 
brushed aluminium spokes, the Momo 
logo features on the horn button and is 
engraved on the bottom spoke. This classic 
wooden steering wheel reflects the true 
heritage of Italian brand, harking back to its 
beginnings in 1964.


































